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LXXXIX. A Dfjfertation upon a Parthian 
Coifty with CharaBers on the Reverfe rc" 
fembling tbofe of the Palmyrencs. In a 
Letter from theR&o. John Swinton, M. A. 
of Chrift-Church, Oxon. P. K, S. to the 
Rev. Thomas Birch, D. D. Secret. R. S. 

Reverend Sir, 
Read April 8, "T Met fome years fince with a fmall 
^^ ' X. ^^^^^ medal, in but ifldifFerent con- 
fervation; which I have lately difcovered, by com- 
paring it with others, to be a Parthian coin. This 
medal, as I apprehend, exliibits the head of Volo- 
gefes III. adorned with a beard and a tiara, after the 
Parthian manner, together with a Beta behind it, 
that feems to point out to us the place in which it 
was ftruck. The reverfe prefents to our view a 
ftrange fort of inftrument, or machine, which per- 
haps may be imagined to reprefent a key, behde$ 
fome traces of charaders in a great meafure defaced, 
and, if I am not vaftly miftaken, four intire Palmy- 
rene letters. As I remember not to have feen any of 
the Palmyrene elements hitherto on antient coins, I 
hope I fhall be indulged the liberty of fubmitting a 
few curfory remarks upon that now before me, 
which may be efteemed a real curiofity, to the confi- 
deration of our moft learned and illuftrious Society. 
Nor fhall I make any other apology for thefe re- 
marks, however jejune they may appear, than that 
here hinted atj efpecially, as the affinity between 

the 
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the fubjedt of them and thofe of my former letters^ 
which the Society have done me the honour to pub- 
lifli in the laft volume of the Philofophical Tranf- 
aBions^ feems to render every thing of that kind 
altogether unneceflary. 

f. That the medal here defcribed ought to be 
ranked amongft the Parthian coins, is abundantly 
clear from a bare infpedtion of the draughts of feve- 
ral of thofe ( i) coins. And that it was jftruck in the 
reign of Vologefes III. we may conclude at leaft ex- 
tremely probable, from two fimilar Parthian coins, 
exhibiting the head of the fame prince. One of 
thefe, which belongs to His Grace the Duke of De- 
vonfhire, has preferved on the reverfe the fol- 
lowing words, or rather parts of words (2), .... 

BACIaE ...... AFACOT .... EOIfANOTC 

. . . . IAEA AHNOC, together with the three Greek 

numeral letters AST j and the other, now in the pof- 
feflionof the Univerfity of Oxford, the very inftrument, 
or machine, that occurs on the medal I am here endea- 
vouring to explain, and a legend, confifting of ftrange 
charafters, fo injured by time as to be rendered there- 
by abfolutely illegible. The Greek numerals AST 
indicate .he piece on which Aey appear, and not 
improbably that likewife now before me, as well as 
the other in the Bodleian cabinet, to have been coined 
in the 461ft year of the Parthian a^ra, generally term- 



(i) J. Foy Vaill. in Arfacid, Imper, p. 364, 366. Pari- 
fiis, 1728. Numifm. Jntiqu, colkSf. a I'hom. Pembroch. et 
Montis Gomer. Com. P. 2. T. 76^ 

(2) Nicol. Fran* Haym Romant DdTefor, Britan. VoU Se- 
cond, p. 3f« In Londra, 1720* 

ed 
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ed the aera of the Arfacidas, (3) nearly coincident 
with the 2 Of th of Christ, when Septimius Severus 
fat upon the imperial throne. 

2 • With regard to the Beta behind the head of 
Vologefes III. which is alfo vifible on feveral other 
Parthian coins, I fhall beg leave to remark, that it 
cannot well be confidered as the initial letter of the 
word BOAAFACHC, or BOAAFACOT, the name 
of the prince in whofe reign thefe medals were 
ftruck. For that very name originally occurred, as 
is evident from the part of it which ftill remains, on 
the reverfe of the Duke of Devonfhire's coin, with 
a publication of which the learned world has been obli- 
ged by Sig. Haym. It will therefore be readily acknow- 
ledged, by all who have been converfant in this branch 
of literature, that the Beta here was intended to re- 
prefent the word BOAArAClAC, BOAOFECiAC, 
BOAAFACIA AOC, or BOAOrEClAAOC, the name 
of the city where the piece was coined ; at leaft this 
muft be admitted, if we pay any regard to the au- 

(3) ^y Tupputation here is founded upon the moft received opi- 
nion, with regard to the commencement of the Parthian aera ; 
which has been placed by Dt, Vaillant and M. L'Abbe de Lon- 
guerue, who are herein generally followed, in the year of Rome 
498. It happened, however, about twenty-feven years later, ac- 
cording to Sig. Corfini, a gentleman of profound erudition, who at 
prefent makes a very confiderable figure in the learned world. J. 
Foy VailL in Jrfaad.hnper. p. 4. Parifiis,i728. Ludoyic. DuFour 
de Longuerue, Ab. S. Joan, de Jardo ad Melod. et Sept. Pont, in 
Therafc. in Annal. Arfactdar.^. 2, 3. Argentorati, 1732. Edvard. 
Corfm. CI. Reg. Scholar. Piar. in Acad. Pifan. Humanior. Litterar. 
Profef. De Minnifar* aliorumq\ Armtn, Reg, Num. et Arfacid, E- 
pich. Dijfertat, p. 13— -29. Liburni, 1754. 

thority 
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tliority of Dr. Vaillant (4), one of the moft cele- 
brated antiquaries of the laft age. Nor would it be 
difficult to produce a (f) fufficient number of fimilar 
initial letters, preferved on the anterior faces of an- 
tient coins, in fupport of fuch an opinion. 

3. As the imperfect characters, or rather traces of 
charad:ers, on the reverfe of my medal, have 
fufFered fo greatly from the injuries of time 5 I fhall 
not take upon me to explain, at leaft with any 
degree of certainty, the words they originally 
formed. However, I hope I may be permitted to 
obferve, that there appears no (6) inconfiderable re- 
femblance between the firft, fecond, and fifth of 
them, as it fliould feem, and the Alephy Gimel, and 
Me tn oi tht Palmyrenes. As for the confufed in- 
diftinft fort of mark, that follows the fecond of thefe 
imperfect elements, it can by no means be confider- 
ed in the light of an alphabetic charader, but muft 
have been occafioned by the ravages of time j as the 
protuberance raifed by it above the field of the me- 
dal, and the remains of the letters near it, manifeftly 
proves. If what is here advanced jfhould meet with 
the approbation of the learned, it may perhaps be 
allowed, that the two firft words impreiled upon the 
pofterior part of this coin were 'pXi ^IJIK, equivalent 
to the Hebrew inm "fto, BAXIAETX MET AX, 



(4) J. Foy Vail!, ubi fup, p. 321, 322, 365, 366. et alib. 

{5) Vid. Hubertutn Goltzium, in Infular. Grac. Numifm, 
Tab. vii. Num. 7, 9. et Tab. viii. Num. 4. Wife, in Nummor. 
Jntlquor, Serin. Bodleian, recondit. CataL p. 5. aliofque id genus 
Scriptor. 

(6) Philofoph^ TrmfaSf. Vol. xlviii, p. 693, 740. 

or 
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or O BA2IAETX O MEFAS, THE GREAT 
KING I which would anfwer with accuracy enough 
to the words BA:SIAE6aX (7) MEFAAOT, exhibited 
by the reverfes of feveral Parthian coins, with com- 
plete Greek legends upon them. Should the firft letter 
be taken for an Aleph^ the term to which it belongs 
would feem to be rather of the Arabic (8) than 
cither the Hebrew, Chaldee, or Syriac form. Nor 
can it be conceived fir ange, if we fuppofe the piece to 
have been ftruck at Vologefia, though the Chaldee 
or Babylonian dialeft muft have chieiy (9) pre- 
vailed there, that this word flbould favour fome- 
thing of the Arabic form j as this city, accord- 
ing to (10) Stephanus, as well as Ptolemy, was 
feated near the Euphrates, at no great diftance front 



I 



(7) Di Num. quibufJ^ Sam. et Fha^n, &c. Dijpri, p. 53. 
Oxon. 1750. J. Foy vaill. ubi fup. p. 145., 241. &alib. 

'8) VaLSchind. Lix, Pmtagkt. p. j, 75, 

[9) That the inhabitants of Vologefia enjoyed a fiourifliing and 
cxtenfive commerce, when this piece was coined, feems to appear, 
not only from the fitutdon of that city, which flood at no' 
great diftance from theconfines of Perfia, Arabia, andMefopotamia, 
m country limited by the Euphrates on the fide of Syria, but hke- 
wife from the tenth of Mr, Dawkins^s Greek Palmyrene infcrJp- 
tions. It may therefore he prefumed^ that JeWs, Perfians, or Par- 
thians, Arabs, Syrians, and people of other nations, refor ted thi- 
ther, in confiderable numbers, on account of trade* From whence 
we may conclude, thai the vcrnaojlar tongue of the Vologefians 
was not improbably a mixture of Hebrew, Perfian, or Parthian, A- 
rabic, Chaldee, and Syriac* Hence it might come to pafs, that the 
two firft words of this legend were neither pure Hebrew, ArabiCj 
Chaldee, nor Syri-ic^ but received a tin£lure from moft, if not 
every one, of thofe languages, or diale£is. Dawk, h/cript. Gritc. 
Faimyrm, Infcript. x. Chrift* Cellar. Gi^graph. Jntlq^ Lib. iii» 
c, xvi. Phikfopk Tranfaif, Vol. xlviii. Tab. x^^vii, 

(id) Stephanus B}'iLant. Be Urhik PtoL Gt^n Lib, v. c, 20. 

Vol. 49. 4 G the 
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the borders of Arabia, particularly that province of 
it going amongft the Orientals under the denomina- 
tion of Najd. The conjeftures here laid down, I 
fay, upon fuppofition that I am not miftaken in the 
forms of tbefe impcrfed: charaders, may perhaps be 
coniidered by the learned as not altogether remote 
from truth. And this is all I defire, as I would have 
no greater ftrefs laid upon them than what they will 
naturally bear. 

4. But though I am not fo fanguine in relation to 
the mutilated letters juft touched upon, I cannot 
forbear declaring myfelf ftrongly inclined to believe* 
that the four laft elements onihe reverfe of my coin 
are the very fame with fome of thofe that have been 
preferved by the two Roman Palmyrene infcriptions, 
and that copied by Mr. Maflbn from Sig. Pietro della 
Valle-s original papers ; all which I have, in the laft 
volume of the ( i i ) Philofophical TranJaSiions^ en- 
deavoured to explain. The form of the firft of them, 
unlefs I am greatly deceived, anfwers exaftly to that 
of the L^^^ J which occurs in the fecond of ( 12) the 
Roman Palmyrene infcriptions, and is but little diffe- 
rent from that of the fame element exhibited by the 
other. The fecond and fourth of them at ( 1 3 ) 
leaf!: approach extremely near to the figures of 
the Ajin and Jod^ as they appear in both the Roman 
Palmyrene infcriptions. And that the third of them 
is of a form fimilar to that of the Schin^ or Sin^ pre- 
fented to our view by Sig. Pietro della Valle's (14) 



(11) Phikfoph. Tranfaef. Vol. xlvlii, p, 732—757. 

(12) Phikfoph. Tranfaif. Vol. xlviii. Tab. xxx. 

(13) Ibid. 
(14} Ibid. 

infcriptlon, 
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infcription, feen afterwards by fonie Englifli travellers 
at Teibe, as well as by the fecond Roman Palmy- 
rene one, will, I perfuade myfelf, fcarce admit of any 
doubt. Now that the Greeks fomecimes reprefented 
jijin^ and (if) particularly the Syriac Ajin^ of Ae^ by 
their Gammay is very well known ^ and that the two 
powers of the Ajtn^ one of which was equivalent to 
that of G, are to this day acknowledged by the 
Arabs, w^ho ftili exprefs them by their letters Ain 
and Gatn^ the latter of which correfponds with G, 
is too (16) apparent to ftand in need of any kind of 
proof. From whence we may conclude, that the 
elements I am now confidering, together with the 
initial letter defaced by the injuries of time, and the 
vowels which they virtually contained, probably form- 
ed the word BOLOGASHI, BOLOGASI, BOLA- 
GASI, or VOLOGESI, varying only in termination 
from the Greek BOAAF ACOT, and the Latin VO- 
LOGESIS ; the former of which fo frequently oc-- 
curs upon the Parthian coins. 

5. That I (1) was a Syriac, Chaldee, or Palmy- 
rene termination of mafculine proper names, feems 
fufficiently to appear from an infcription I have at- 
tempted to explain in one of (17) my former letters ; 
and that this termination was fometimes converted into 
HX (ES) by the (18) Greeks, has been admitted by 
Hiller and Bochart, two authors extremely well ver- 



(15) Boch. Chan. Lib. XL cap» xii> p. 8^4. Francofurti ad 
Moen. 1 68 1. 

(16) Vid. Erpen. Grjw, y/r^i. 

(17) Philofoph. TranfaSf, Vol* 3cIviiL p. '^'y^, 

(18) Matth. Hiller. Onom^Ji. Sacr. p. 671* Tubingae, 1706. 
Boch. PhiiL Lib. IL c. xix. p. 126. 

4G i fed 
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fed in oriental literature. Fronfi whence, without the 
leaft violence or torture, we may infer^ that the word 
BOLOGASHI, BOL AG ASI, or VOLOGESI, ex- 
hibited by the medal before me, the VOLOGESjI^ 
of Tacitus (19), the BOTAOrAISHX of Dio(2o), 
and the BOAAFAXHS of the Parthian coins, may 
be conlidered as one' and the fame- name. It muft 
alfo be obferved, that the Words VOLOGESUS and 
OTOAQFAKOS fomctimes occur, as mafculine pro- 
per names J in the antient (21) hiftorians. But that 
thefe are not fo confonant to the true and genuine man- 
ner of writing and pronouncing fuch proper names, 
may be clearly evinced from the words (22) ARSA- 
CES, TIRIDATES, MITHRIDATES, MNAS- 
KIRES, PHR AHATES, ORODES, GOTARZES, 
and others of the fame kind, that might, with equal 
facility, be produced, 

6. As the two Roman Palmyrene infcription% 
and that copied by Sig* Pietro delk Valle at Teibe, 
if any regard be due to the preceding remarks, con- 
tribute not a little to the illuftration of my coin 1 £& 
this, in its turn, feems, in fome meafure at leaH, to 
fupprt the authority of thofe infcriptions* For as 
feveral of the charafters they all exhibit are extremely 
iimilar, or rather apparently the fame ; from thence 
we may collect, that the latter, as well as the for- 
mer, of them are genuine and valimble remains of 
antiquity^ and have hitherto been defervedly eileem- 
cd as fuch by the learned « Nay from thence it will 



(21) Tacit. Hyf, Lib* i?, c, 5. Dio, Lib. Ixiii. p. 7 1 9* 
(2%) J. Foy ¥aiIL in Jrfmid* Imper^ paff 
{19) Tacit, JmaL Lib, xih p. 33?. Parifiis, 1684, 
(20) Dio, Lib. M?* p* 543* 

farther 
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farther follow, that the copies of the three above- 
mentioned infcriptions, publifhed by Mr. Reland 
and F. Montfaucon, are not very inaccurately taken j 
and confcquently that the elements they contain, 
though heretofore termed by me Palmyrene, on ac- 
count of the refemblance between them and th^ 
letters infcribed on feveral of the ftones found amongft 
the ruins of T^dmor, are not ftridtly of the fame 
form with thofe that conftituted, in certain intervals, 
the true (23) and proper alphabet of the Palmy- 
renes* 

7. In conformity to the fentlment here laid down, 
it may be farther obferved, that the firft Roman Pal- 
myrene infcription feems to have been drawn in fome 
city of Syria, or Irak, at a conifiderable diftance from 
Tadmor, and to have been brought from that city 
to Rome* This opinion, notwithftanding what I 
formerly intlmate^j or rather (24) infinuated only, 
to the contrary, upon farther confideration of the 
matter, and fince the difcovery of the above-men- 
tioned charaders on the reverfe of my Parthian coin, 
I find myfelf pretty ftrongly difpofed to entertain. 
Such a notion is not only countenanced by the forms of 
the letters themfelves, as they were cut in the ftones,, 
which have preferved them, about the fame time 
that two of Mr, Dawkins's infcriptions were (25) 
drawn out at Tadmor, but likewife by the word 
riAAMTPHNOC, in the correfpondent Greek infcri- 
ption. For as all thefe bear nearly the fame date. 



(23) Phtlofoph, TranfaSi. Vol. xlviii. p. 693. 

(24) Philofoph. TranfaSf* Vol. xlviii. p. 738,739* 

(25) Ibid. p. 738. Ikmik, Marm. Palm^rsn. Infcript. Palmyren 
h 8. iv, 9. 
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and yet the duds of the letters they exhibit appear 
confiderably diflferent s it njuft be allowed, at leail 
in fome degree, probable, that they did not origi- 
lially appertain to the fame city : arid had the Jtno- 
nunient, on which the local term DAAMTPHNQC 
is infcribed, been firft erected at Tadmor, that term 
might perhaps have been deemed by fome fuper- 
flupus and unneceflary, not to fay improper and ab-^ 
furd. With regard to the fecond Roman Palmy- 
rene infcription^ I muft beg leave likewife to remark, 
that the forms of the elements it contains, which 
have fufFered pretty much from the injuries of time, 
are not precifely the fame with thofe of Mr. Daw- 
kins's letters* From whence I fhould be induced to 
conclude, as it is void of a dat^, that it muft either 
have been the produce of a different age; or, which 
may perhaps be deemed more probable, that the 
injuries of time haye obliged feveral of the ele- 
ments of which it is compofed to recede fomething 
from their original forms. But^ notwithftanding this, 
that it firft appeared either at, or in the neighbour- 
hood of, the city of Tadmor, we have all the 
reafon in the world to believe. For as Tibe- 
rius Claudius, who was a foreigner, dedicated the 
altar, which it adorned, to Malachklus and the other 
divinities of Tadmor, who (26) are therein treated 
as local deities : it had undoubtedly its fituation at 
firft either in that metropolis, or fome other place in 
the territories of the Palmyrenes. 

8. From the fame infcription we may likewife in- 
fer, that the Calbites, therein-mentioned, performed 

(26) Philofoph. Tranfaif* Vol. xlviii. p. 756. 

a vow 
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a vow they had made to Malachbelus and the other 
gods worfhipped at Tadmor 5 and confequently that 
Malachbelus was the principal deity of the people to 
which they belonged, as well as of the Palmyrenes. 
This remark will fhake at leaft, if it will not intirely 
overturn, the hypothefis propofed to the (27) learned 
world by Dr. Hyde, viz. that thefe Calbites were a 
part of the Kelbians, a (28) fmall inconfiderable 
canton feated at prefent on mount Libanus, and pafled 
over in filence by the antients^ who, according to 
this author, received the denomination of Kelbians 
from a black dog that they worfhipped. Nor is 
this hypothefis confirmed, or even in the leaft coun- 
tenanced, by either Mr. Maundrell, Dr. Shaw, or Dr, 
Pococke, wha lately traverfed that part of Syria where 
this obfcure and contemptible clan have their habita- 
tions. In confirmation of the latter inference here de- 
duced from this infcription, it appears (29) from the 
oriental writers, that the tribe of Hamyar, the 
antient progenitors of the Calbites, chiefly wor- 
fhipped the fun ; though they feem likewife^ on 
certain occafions, to have paid divine honours ta 
an idol named Nafr. The Calbites alfo^ fettled at 
Dawmat al Jandal, themfelves adored the heavens,, 
which bear a near relation to the fun, and might 
poiSibly have been miftaken by fome of the aforefaid 



(27) Tho. Hyd. H^Jl. Reltg, Feter, Perfar. Jppend, p, 491, 
492. Oxon. 1700. 

(28) D. R. Huntingt. Efi/f, p» 47. Lond, 1704. 

(29) Al Zamakhftiar. Al Beidawi, Al Jauhar. Al Shahreftan. 
Vid. etiam Poc. Not. hi Spec. Hift. Arab. p. 93. 133, 134. &alib'„ 
See alfo Sale's Preiim, Dijc. p. r7, 19. 

writers 
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writers for that planet, under the form of a man, and 
gave them tlie name of Wadd. This notion therefore 
of Dr. Hyde ought to be exploded as a fiction, ad- 
vanced without any manner of foundation, and not 
meriting the attention of the learned* 

9. That the four complete charaders on the reverfe 
of my medal vary fomething from the forms of the 
correfpondent charadersin Mr. Eh wkins's Palmyrene 
infcriptions, is too obvious and apparent a truth to 
be denied. However, they may alfo be confidered 
as letters of the Chaldee or Babylonian alphabet, with 
fufficient propriety^ notwithftanding that variation. 
Kor can it be deemed matter of furprize, that fuch 
alphabetic characters fhould have been imprefled on the 
reverfe of this Parthian coin ; efpecially, if it was ftruck 
at Vologeiia, as there is undoubtedly room enough 
to fuppofe. For that this city was feated in Babylonia 
near the Euphrates, where the Chaldee or Babylonian 
alphabet prevailed, is abundantly manifeft^ from what 
has been already obferved (30). 

ID. In fupport of what has been here ad- 
vanced, it may be farther remarked, that the Paljtny- 
rene letters were not only ufed about the time of 
Vologefes III. in the Parthian territories bordering 
mpon the frontiers of Syria, but likewife in the 
interior part of Perfia itfelf. This moil evident* 
ly appears from two infcriptions, in the Palmy- 
rene language and charader, with their correfpon- 
dent Greek ones, ftill preferved at Nodureftand, 
Nofta-Ruftam, or Naxi-Ruflan, near thofe re- 

(30) Vid. Slq>h, Bys&ant h Ptol ubi fup, 

mains 



mains of antiquity generally termed the ruins of 
Perfepolis ; which nave been publiflied both by 
(31) Sir John Chardih and Dr. Hyde, as Weil 
as in the 17th (32) volume of the PMlofopMcat 
Tranfaglions. The Paimyrene infcriptions have ei- 
ther been fo inaccurately taken, or fo injured by time, 
that only the two firil words of them, 13 |t), which 
in both appear the fame, are legible. But thefe 
are fufficient, with the afliftance of the Greek ones, 
that have not much better efcaped, to point out to 
us both the language and the charafter in which 
they were originally drawn. For the Paimyrene 
termsareequivalent (33) to PERSPICVA SPECIES, 
CLARA SIMILITVDO, PVRA FIGVRA, THE 
APPARENT LIKENESS, THE CLEAR RE- 
SEMBLANCE, THE TRUE IMAGE, THE 
REAL MIEN or PORTRAIT; which by the cor- 
refpondent Greek words, TOTTO TO nPOCconON*, 
the laft of which in the firft infcription has been 
miferably deformed, are, with tolerable juftice and 
propriety, exprefled. The Greek letters, APZA . . 

CiAOjCBACIA^wN, in the firft infcription, 

clearly prefent to our view, in Parthian Greek, 



(31) Voyages de Monfteur Le Chevalier Chardin, enPerfe^ &c. 
Tome Troiueme, p. 119. A Amfterdam, 171 1. Hyd. Rel. Vetm 
Perf,HIJi, Append, p. 518, 519. Sec alfo Voyages de Corn, le Bruyr, 
Tom. iv. p» 361. 

(32) Philofopk TranfaSf, Vol. xvii. rt. 201. p. 775, 776. 

(33) Val. Schind. £^Af Pf;?/tf^/-(?/. p. 238, 983* Edm. Cart. Z^^. 
Heptaglot. p. 422, 2014. 

Vol. 49. * 4G fuch 
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fuch as fometimes occurs upon the (34) Parthian coins, 
the words APCAKOT BAClA£coC BAClA£ijjN, 
i. e. ARSACIS REGIS REGUM, OF ARSACES 
THE KING OF KINGS ; and confequently give 
us fufficiently to underftand, as they are infcribed on 
the breaft of a horfe of ftone, cut out of the mountain 
of black marble at Naxi-Ruftan, or, as others fay, on 
the garment of his rider, that they belonged to an 
equeftrian ftatue of one of the Parthian kings. Now 
the Omega of the minufcular form, always exhibited 
here, was never vifible on the Parthian coins before 
the reign of Monnefes, which a little preceded that of 
Vologefes IIL if the draughts of thofe coins given us 
(35) by Dr. A^aillant may be depended upon. Hence 
we may conclude, that the Palmyrene infcriptions 
now before us were probably coeval with Monnefes 
and Vologefes HI. and consequently that the Pal- 
myrene alphabetic charadters were ufed at Eftakhr, 
a very antient and confiderable city (36) of Pars, or 
Perfia properly fo called, almoft contiguous to the 
aforefaid ruins, that is, in the interior part of Perfia 
itfclf, about the very time when the piece I am now 
offering my thoughts upon was coined. 

1 1. From what has been here obferved, fome of 
the learned may perhaps be induced to fuppofe, 
that the aforefaid ftupendous remains of antiquity 



(34) J. Foy Vaill. in Arfacid. Imper* p. 347. 

(35) !• ^^y Vaill. Jrfiacid, Imper. 

(36) Ifm. Abu'lfed. apud GoL in Not. ad Alfragan. p. 113. 
wt ct ipfe GoL ibid. Nafsir Al Tufi & UlughBeik> in Tahul Lon- 
litM LatiU CivitaU Ed. Hudf. Oxon. 171 1. 

cannot 
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cannot fo properly be deemed the ruins of Per- 
fepolis^ as thofe of another city of a later date* 
For the above-mentioned infcriptions feem evidently 
to prove, that thofe ruins belonged to a very 
fuperb and magnificent place, vsrhich either ferved for 
a refidence to feveral of the lov^er Parthian kings^ 
or at leaft vs^as greatly favoured, and on certain re- 
markable occafionsvifited, by them. Now theantient 
city of Eftakhr, w^hich fome (37) take to be the fame 
with Perfepolis, though this cannot be ftridly true, 
as that place is allowed to have been deftroyed (38) 
by Alexander the Great, made a confiderable figure 
even after the Parthian (39) times, and extended, 
without doubt, to the fpot occupied by the aforefaid 
ruins, going at prefent under the appellation of SheU 
mandr, (40) or Shahelmandr. Nay Eftakhr, according 
to the (41) Perfian hiftorians, was the capital of 
Pars, or, as they call it. Pars, that is, Perfia, till 
the royal feat was transferred from thence to Al Ma- 
dayen upon the Tigris (42), built by Shabiir, fur- 
named Dhu'laktdf, or Sapor III. of the houfe of Saf- 
fan, after the Parthian monarchy was diflblved ; and 
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(37) Golii Not. ad Jlfragan. ubi fup. D'Herbcl. Biblioth, 
6r tent, zrt» Ejiekhar^ ^, 327. 

(38) Plutarch, in Alexand. Q^ Curt. Lib. v. Arrian. Lib. iii. 
Diod, Sic. Lib. xvii. Juftin. Lib. xi. 

(39) Gol. & D'HeVbel. ubi fup. Greg. AbuM Faraj, mHiJi. 
Dynaji. p. 183. Mirkhond, apud Teixeir. p. 324. En Amberes, 
1610. 

(40) Golli Not» ad Alfragan. p. 113. 

(41) D* Herbel ubi fup. 

(42) Idem ibid. 

* 4G z confequently 
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confequently it muft have been, even if we follow 
them, the principal refidence of Monnefes and Volo- 
gefes III. as they (43) make the Aflikanian^, Afliga- 
nians, or Arfacidae, to have formed the preceding 
dynafty of the antient Periian kings. This feems to be 
confirmed, and even rendered inconteftable, by the 
infcriptions juft touched upon. The authority there- 
fore of thofe writers, thus fapported, cannot bo 
impugned by the modern geographers, in the point 
before us ; when they aitert, perhaps v^ithout tho 
leaft fhadow of rational prwf^ that the city of (44) 
Al Maddyen was in reality no otl^r than the Ctefi- 
phon of the antients. 

1 2. That the fecond Roman Palmyrene infcription, 
whofe age cannot be determined with any precifion, 
is neverthelefs inferior in point of antiquity to the 
third of thofe publiflied by Mr. Dawkins, the forms 
of the letters tnemfelves (45), preferved on the Roum 
that exhibit thtm^ which lo greatly refemble the cha- 
rader a appearing on my Parthian coin, feem manifeftly 
to prove. As tibe third of Mr. Dawkins's Palmyrene 
infcriptions iBiUft therefore be looked upon as a very 
valuable acquifition to the learned world, I fhall here 
beg leave to propofe to the eonfideration of the Royal 
Society a new interpretation of the iirft part of this 
infer jption ; though it be not very di^rent from that 

' ■ ■I I' ■■ir iiii'i'wi i i wi iii m< \ ' I iii f i i iiinT m <«»n ii » > fi i a i i nni' i i^ ■ ■■ i w i ■ n ii (| n.» w iwi«iW i i t— i i iffl i n Mii m i a i M i MU » u i iii « nr. n »«r iinM H,i . .n ,ii a iiii, — ..ii m^m i mwm ib^ 

(43) Khoademir, AI Emir Yahya Ebn Abd'oUatif Al Eazwinlj 
in Lebt&rikh^ D'Herbel. ubifup. p. 135. 

(44) D'Herbel. Biblioih. mint, art Miadmn^ p. 525. 

(45) Phikfpph. Tranja^, Vol. xlviii. Tab. xxiv. xxx. 

which 
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mlmh I have already had the honour to fubmit to 
th^ fuperior jodgment of that moil learned and illuf- 
trioes body. I imagine then, that the mutilated 
termfia-- (46) might have been originally cither 
mr, DEDERUNT, DONAVERUNT, or my, 
PARAVERUNT, DEDICAYERUnT, &c, the 
latter of which words occurs, in the fame fenfe^ 
OB a Palmyr§ne marble, exhibiting an infcription 
th^t I have fwrnerly (47) attempted to explain. 
If this l^ admitted, the two firft lines muft b# 
tranflated into Latin (48) thus : DONUM HOC 
eft ATQUE ARA QU^ DEDERUNT (PARA^ 
VERUNT, vel DEDICAVERUNT) OMRIBOL 
SHEMESH (AMRIOX shams, vel AMRI AL 
SHAMS) ETZEBIDAi and into Englifh thus— : 
THIS IS THE GIFT AND ALTAR WHICH 
OMRIBOL SHEMESH (AMRIOX SHAMS, or 
AMRI AL SHAMS) AND ZEBIDA GAVE 
{or DEDICATED.) But whether we adopt thefe 
nyew tranflations, or ^qmiefce in thofe formerly givcn^ 
vm cannot, as I apprehend, be very remote from 
truths incel make not the Icaft doobt, by t all of 
them are perfed:ly confonant to the genuine hmh 
and tenor of the infcription. 

i^t The term ^, RAB, likewife, in the fifth 
line of Mr. Dawkini's fifth Palmyrene infcription, 
may perhaps be fuppofed by forae to admit there of 



(46) Line 3d» 

(47) Phihjfipk Trmfaif. Vol xhlll p. 732* 

(48) Vii^Vdi. StMnii L$x.Pint4igkt, p. 4605 1256; Hanovisey 

a Eg-- 



I *602 ] 

a fignification, a little different from that which I 
have aiSigned it, in one of my former letters. It 
may poffibly be prefumed to denote AN OFFICER, 
er MILITARY TRIBUNE, PRiEFECTUS MI- 
LITIiE, vel TRIBUNUS MILITARIS ; that be- 
ing one^of the (49) Syriac acceptations of this word. 
But as the term CTPATIWTHC, or rather CTPATI- 
OjTKC A£r...., in the correfpondent Greek infcri- 
ption, manifeftly implies, that the perfon who ercdl- 
cd the ftatue, in honour of SEPTIMIUS iERAMES, 
w^as a common foldier, or legionary, fuch as the 
PILANI were ; as this implication feems confirmed 
by the Palmyrene words m7B 'TI, MILES EME- 
RITUS, A VETERAN, or VETERAN SOL^ 
DIER 5 and as the m^utilated Greek term IIATPWN.. 
apparently denotes this perfon to have been inferior, 
in point of ftation, to the fenator SEPTIMIUS 
iERANES 5 my former verfions of Mr. Dawkins's 
fifth Palmyrene infcription will, I am inclined to 
flatter myfclf, be allowed to ftand. Howeverj I 
fubmit theni, as well as every thing here advanced, 
with the utmoft deference, to the determination of 
the learned. 

14. With regard to the laft mentioned in- 
fcription, I mufl: beg leave farther to remark, that 
the month Tifn^ in which it firft appeared, anfwers 
to Hyperberetaus *y which may be con fidered either 
as a Macedonian or a Syro-Macedonian month. 
This is clearly deducible from Mr^ Dawkins's 



l^(j) Edm* Caftel. Lex. Hepught. p. 349 3» Lond, 1669. 

fixth 
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fixth Palmy renc infcription, and the fragments of 
the Greek one, with which it did originally eor- 
refpond. Hence we may infer, that the Palmyrenes 
had only one month denominated T^ifriy though the 
Syrians, or Syro-Chaldeans, applied to two of their 
months that name. This farther points out to us the 
conformity between the Palmyrenes and the Jews^ 
who likewife called only one month T^ifri^ with 
refpedt to the names of fome of their months ; which^ 
in two of my former letters, I have already (50) hinted 
at. As therefore the Jewifli Tifri and the Macedonian 
Hyperberetam nearly coincided with the month of 
September^ the fame may perhaps likewife be faid 
of the TV/r/ of the Palmyrenes^ Farther, a^ the »ra 
of Seleucus, according to the beft (f i) chronolo- 
gers, commenced on the firft of OBobeVy our in- 
fcription muft have been drawn, if the learned 
ihould admit what has been fuggefted here, in 
the 252d year of Christ ; but if, with the Syro-Ma- 
cedonians^ we make Hyper beretaus and 0£lx>ber the^ 
fame month, the preceding year. However, the 
above- mentioned conformity between the Jews and 
the Palmyrenes feems to render fomething more: 
probable the former opinion. 

If. The Palmyrene letters forming the laft woi;d 
of Mr. Dawkins's tenth infcription may alfo perhaps, 
at firft fight, be imagined to correfpond witli the 
Chaldee or Hebrew elements conftituting the wor(| 



(50) Phihfoph. TranfaSf. Vol xJviii. p. 703:, 731. 

(51) Gul. BGvereg. Ifj/itut, Chronologi car. p. 227* Londini<r, 
172E. ?vid. Conned, Par. I. B. viii. p. 539,540. Lond. 1720. 
Ja. Albert.. Fabric. Minokg. p. 16, 43^ 45. Hambur^i, 1712, 
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fj^03, CiSLEUj the mmc of one of the (gi) He- 
brew months. But, upon a very flight examina- 
tion, it will be founds that fuch a notion muft be 
in fome meafure invalidated by the Palmyrene La- 
medj than v^hich nothing can be more vifible in 
Mr. Daw kins's copy of this infcription, at the end 
of that word, I have therefore fuppofed the Pal- 
myrene n#me of the month here mentioned to have 
been PELLUL, or PELELUL, an apparent deprava- 
tion, or corraption, of the correfpondent Greek AFlEA** 
AAlXi, the Macedonian name of this month. Nor caa 
I at prefent think any things fince that name anfwers 
fo well to the Palmyrene letters, as they appear upon 
the face of the infcription^ more jull and natural 
than fuch a fappofition. 

1 6. However, as the iirft Palmyrene letter in this 
word feems rather more to refemble Gt^^ than Pe^ 
£s all the other names of months in the Palmy » 
rene charaders are Jewiflii, and as the Macedonian 
Apellma correfponded with the Jewiih Cijleu^ 
fome of the learned may perhaps be thereby in-^ 
duced to believe, that the true leilion is Cis-. 
LEtr^ notwithftanding what is intimated to the con- 
trary here. If this be admitted, it muft be allow-^ 
ed extremely probable, that the iaft letter, which 
is apparently Lamed^ was owing either to the in- 
attention of the copier, or the inaccuracy of the in- 
fcriber 5 or elfe that it was accidentally added to the 
other elements^ after the infcription firil: appeared. 
Upon any of which fuppofitions, we may read the 



(52) Valv Schind. ubi fup. p» 88i, 

Pal 
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Palmyrene word Cisleu i and confequently ai&rt 
Apellceu^ to have been amongft thre Palmyrenes 
(53 ) a Macedonian, not a Syro-Macedonian, montb^ 
as the Macedonian ^^^//^^s* only anfwered to the 
Jewifli Cijleu. From whence we may infer, that 
the other names of months, which occur in the 
Greek Palmyrene infcriptions, point out to us Ma-- 
cedonian months^ and therefore, that the very 
learned Cardinal (54) Noris is not to be followed, 
when he feems to declare himfelf in favour of the 
contrary opinion. 

17. Before I difmifs the fubjed: I am now upon, 
it may not be improper to obferve, that the two Pal- 
myrene alphabets, lately difcovered, vdll probably 
enable the learned to decipher various obfcure le- 
gends, on the reverfes of Parthian coins, with which 
the cabinets of the great and the curious are adorned, 
confifting of charaders hitherto termed unknown^ 
and fuch as were antiently ufed either at Tadmor, 
or other places at no vafl diftance from that once 
moil opulent and flourifhing city. However, that 
feveral of thofe coins have preferved legends drawn 
up in a charaSer receding fomething more from 
that of the Palmyrenes than the letters exhibited 
by the medal I have been confidering, there is not the 
leaft reafon to doubt 5 one of them appearing in 
my fmall coUedionj ftruck, as I apprehend, in the 
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(53) JO' Albert. Fabric. Menohg, p. 165 42. Hamburg!, 1712. 
Edvard. Corfm. Faji, Attic, p. 450. Florentise, 1747. . 

(54) F. Hen. Noris Veronenf. De Epoch, Syromaced, p. 124. 
Lipfiae, 1696. 
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UBign of Monnefes, never hitherto publifhed, with 
fbch a legend, and a correfpondent Greek one, 
upon it. Nay this is fufficiently liianifeft from the 
Parthian coin now in the Bodleian cabinet, of which 
I herewith fend you a draught, that may be iiitirely 
depended upon; though the elements it originally 
bore have been fo effaced by time, that the powers of 
them will probably, even by the mofl fagacious in- 
quirer, never be difcovered; Nor fliould I be fur- 
prized to meet hereafter with medals coined in the 
principal cities of the Parthian empire, and partieti- 
krly at Vologefia, with Greek and Palmyrene let- 
ters, as well a« Greek and the other fort of ele- 
ments, upon them; fmce all fuch different kinds of 
alphabetic charad:ers may naturally enough be fup- 
pofed to have been ufed in thofb cities. For that a 
limilar practice prevailed at Tyre and Sidon, where 
coins were not feMom flruck, that exhibited both 
Greek (ff) and Pboenician legends, is a point too 
well known to be controverted amongflthe learned. 
And that an intercourfe was- kept up, and an exten- 
five commerce carried on, between the citizens of 
Tadmor, whether Greeks, Syrians, or Romans, and 
the inhabitants of Vologefia, and therefore probably 
thofe of all the mofl eminent Parthian towns, is indi- 
fputably clear from one of the Greek Palmyrene in- 
fcriptions (56), which aflerts this in very flrong terms. 
Other arguments of great weight might be offered, in 



(55) T. Foy Vaill. in Seleucidar. Imper. paff. Vid. etiam 
Erarm. Froelicb, in JnnaL Compendiar. Reg. £sf Rer, Syr. paiT 
%^ieniue Auftriae, I744« 

(56) Ptilo/oph. Tranfa€f. Vol. xlviii. Tab.xxvii. Inrcript.x* 
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fapport ofwhtt is here advanced, which the limits of 
tms paper oblige me at prefent to fuperfede, I fhall 
therefOTC only beg kave to affure you that 1 am, with 
all due fentiments of refped and efteem. 

Sir, 
ckiiftCliiircli, Oxon. Yom moft obliged, 

Nov*^. 27th, 1755. 

and moft obedient, 
humble Servant, 

John SwintoHo 
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XG. A Catalogue of the Fifty Plants from 
Chelfea Garden, prefented to the Royal 
Society, by the worfhipful Company of Apo- 
thecaries^ for the Tear 1755, purfuant to 
the DireSiion of Sir Hans Sloane, Baronet^ 
Med. Reg. &* Soc. Reg. nuper ^rcefes^ by 
John Wilmer, M. D. clariff. Societatisj 
Pharmaceut. Lond. Socius, Hort. Chelf. 
PrafeSius ^ PraUBor Botan. 

Read April 29, igji A Bfinthium maritimum La* 
'" jTJL vendute foliis. C. B. P. 

idjz Achillea^ foliis pinnatis, planis, incifo-ferratls, 
cxtimis majoribus. Linn. Sp. Plant. 898. 
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